THE   CAREER   OF   THE  FOX  SISTERS

on the credulity of the public.    " Kiss Katie for me,"
he says, and he continually sends love to the mother.

Already, young as they were, he had a glimpse of
the alcoholic danger to which they were exposed by
late hours and promiscuous company. " Tell Katie
to drink no champagne, and do you follow the same
advice," said he; It was sound counsel, and it would
have been well for themselves and for the movement
if they had both followed it; but again we must
remember their inexperienced youth and the constant
temptations.

Kane was a curious blend of the hero and the prig.
Spirit-rapping, unfortified by any of the religious or
scientific sanctions which came later, was a low-down
thing, a superstition of the illiterate, and was he, a
man of repute, to marry a spirit-rapper ? He vacil-
lated over it in an extraordinary way, beginning a
letter with claims to be her brother, and ending by
reminding her of the warmth of his kisses. " Now
that you have given me your heart, I will be a brother
to you/' he says. He had a vein of real superstition
running through him which was far below the cre-
dulity which he ascribed to others. He frequently
alludes to the fact that by raising his right hand he
had powers of divination and that he had learned it
" from a conjurer in the Indies." Occasionally he is
a snob as well as a prig. " At the very dinner-table
of the President I thought of you "; and again: " You
could never lift yourself up to my thoughts and my
objects. I could never bring myself down to yours."
As a matter of fact, the few extracts given from her
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